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But the inequality of such taxation and the severity
of the burden which it imposes on those who are so
poor that their income is only IQl. a year, may be
regarded as by no means the most serious objection
to such taxation. Although the tax has been in
operation for little more than a twelvemonth, no one
can deny that it has already produced a feeling of
widespread and deep discontent, and facts can be
mentioned which show that this discontent is far
more due to the abuses inseparably connected with
the levying of the tax than to the mere amount of
the burden which the tax, if it could be fairly raised,
would impose on the people. During many months
the Indian papers have contained numerous instances
of the tax being assessed at an excessive amount,
and of its being levied on classes who were never
intended to pay it. These newspaper reports are
abundantly confirmed by communications which I
have received from persons who hold high official
positions in the Civil Service of India. I thus find
it stated, on authority which cannot be disputed, that
in one district in Bombay, out of 25,000 assessments
made by one official nearly one half were appealed
against, and in all these appeals the assessments had
to be modified by the revising officer. It is well

essay was written, it is proposed to amend the Trades Licence Tax in
many important particulars. These amendments are considered in the
Appendix.